
A simple, new screening tool for hearing 
is helping improve the future for young lives.

Through your generosity to the Saskatoon Community 
Clinic Foundation, Ryder Chief and other toddlers 
visiting the SWITCH (Students Wellness Initiative Toward 
Community Health) program at the Westside Clinic are 
now screened for hearing loss with a new OAE (otoacoustic 
emissions) device. The unit doesn’t require Ryder to 
respond in any way; he simply needs to stay still for a few 
seconds while the unit operates, making it perfect for him 
and other very young children. 

Speech and language pathologist Lyall Pacey, a SWITCH 
volunteer, can now assess Ryder’s hearing while parent 
Shelly attends to her own health. Lyall and Shelley can then 
discuss the results and develop an intervention strategy if 
needed. It all happens in one visit—in an accessible, familiar 
environment. Training others to use the device is easy, 
making  screening at the Clinic even more available.

The $9,000 cost of the device was 
not covered by any operational 
funding, but the benefit to Ryder’s 
future and others is invaluable. 
Early detection of hearing 
loss helps avoid isolation and 
development difficulties that can 
occur later as children mature—a 
benefit to the entire community.

Replacing a steno chair with a dedicated 
x-ray one makes a difference in radiology.

In a world of tight budgets and many priorities, the radiology 
department at the Community Clinic improvised when 
patients were too unstable to stand for x-rays unassisted. 
Their solution? A converted steno chair with back removed 
and two sand bags for brakes. It worked, but took a lot of 
time to position clients and ensure they remained steady—
inefficient and difficult for people already feeling sick and 
vulnerable. Plus, safety dictates avoiding repeat x-rays, but 
there was no other option if someone moved. Radiation 
technologists Loretta Baier and Brenna Ernst agreed that a 
safer and more stable device was needed. But with current 
capital needs outpacing the budget, funds needed to be 
found elsewhere. 

Donations to the Foundation made it possible to purchase 
a new, dedicated Ergo XR chair for the Department. “Now, 
we can position patients safely and then lock the chair in 
place,” Loretta says. “It is much easier for everyone, espe-
cially when the patient has other difficulties too. The chair 
helps us get better imaging results and improves safety 
for our patients and our staff.” Brenna adds, “We were so 
happy and grateful to retire that old steno chair!”  
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Foot care leaps forward so patients don’t 
have to, making treatment safe & comfortable. 

Foot care at the Community Clinic helps clients like 
Georgina Taylor do just that. Due to health issues, she can 
no longer care for her feet and nails herself. Without the 
Clinic’s subsidized program, Georgina’s mobility would 
be limited and her life more complicated. 

Until recently, when Georgina received treatment, she 
was seated in a narrow 30-year old optometry chair that 
couldn’t be positioned properly, making it uncomfortable 
for her and Licenced Practical Nurse Edie Armstrong. 
Safely transferring those with walkers, wheelchairs or 
other mobility issues into the chair was an ongoing 
concern. The chair  needed to be replaced with a purpose-
built model, but the cost was over $7,000 and fell outside 
available funding. 

Generosity through donations to the Foundation made the 
purchase of replacement equipment possible. Now, Edie can 
safely assist Georgina into the new specialized chair, easily 
positioning her for comfort and efficient treatment. “I really 
notice the difference,” Georgina says, “the new chair adjusts 
for support in so many ways and keeps me positioned for 
Edie’s work. I really look forward to my treatments now. 
Thank you!” 

Other projects  your donations made possible include:
• A new inferential current (IFC) machine for pain relief & healing in Physiotherapy
• Support for the Community Peer Leader Program for Enhanced Food Security
• Repair and resurface of entrance stairs and ramp at Westside Clinic
• Emergency food hampers for the Counselling Department

A fridge and freezer that do more than chill 
food—they create opportunity & change.

A humble fridge and freezer underpin a SWITCH initiative 
creating a safe space for learning and outreach. Three times 
a week, student volunteers prepare and offer healthy snacks 
and meals to an average of 80 adults and children. These 
gatherings are also a time to consult about health concerns, 
childminding and other programs. 

When SWITCH recently needed to replace their aging 
equipment, donations to the Foundation made it possible 
to help. Now, new appliances with lots of room for 
perishables and bulk purchases are helping the budget 
go further and making planning easier.

Coordinator Felicia Chen says “we offer healthy food choices 
to those who don’t have them due to budget and other 
barriers. In return, volunteers listen and learn, helping prepare 
for their careers.” It’s a value exchange, creating opportunities 
to diminish barriers to health care and improve community 
relations, making the city a healthier place  for all.”

“Food is a beacon, bringing people together,” says Brent, 
a regular visitor. “I come to enjoy a cooked meal and a 
delightful evening of togetherness, where we take care of 
each other. Thanks!” 
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